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THE PLACE: e srercic
| #eanauaR7ERS OF THE ATARY =
TN OGY AND RESEARCH INSTITUTE, (I
|N THAT PART OF THE NORTH AMERICAN ~ |
CONTINENT THAT LISED TO BE KNOWN AS
CALIRORNIA BEFORE THE "BREAK LY,




THE SITUATION s
A WORLD IN CRISIS. ..

.
>~ SURE, AND THIS
LITTLE BUGEY'S

LADAR SHIELD
HAS DOMNE TS
Jog WELL! St
e o ITS WITHIN
a SHATING DVSTANCE
OF YON FINE BUILDING THAT
T AM, BUT NOT A 2¥&EF
HAVE I HEARD FROM
THEIR SECLRITY SCREENSE!

TAKING THEM
CVAWARES,

. T THINK--
- e, — -—-AND AFTER
:) NS ALL, WASN'T THAT
O Ny, A AAN




THE LADS AT S7R%7 SECUmRITY
HAVE GROWN A MITE Cocky
WITH THEIR PRETTY HEAFDNS
AND CLEVER SENSORS...

X ... AND 7BMIGHT, & AHH,BUT IT'S A
T'M THINKING, IT'S | SAD THING THAT
GOING TO CO8T

THEM SEAR.
THE LESSONS OF
THE FIVE DAY WAR. 2

ALMOST, IT'S ENOUGH
TO MAKE MY HEART

L
SURE, IT'S A
RUDE AWAKENING I THINK T'LL
\__ THAT AWAITS LET THEM
' - SLEEP A
WHILE
LONGER.

AND THERE THEY BE, _
LIKE PREAMING
GABES,

WITH THE #HAGE NTENS/-
EER BLILT INTO my
GOGCLES, I'M SEEING
THEM CLEAR AS A
BRIGHT SUMMER MORN
IN CHUNTY AERRY..




L. AND THE POOR
DARLINGS DON'T

EVEN Know THEY IRE
BEING WATEHED

PON'T THINK
T'LL EVER GET
USED TO THE SOUND
1\ OF THAT A2RCE

; LLTEA -
FHEQENCY
SONV/CE, . THEY'RE

A KILLER, ALL
RIGHT. You
SHOULD VE
SEEN THE GUARE -DOGS,
THE NIGHT WE FIRST
TURNED IT ON.

THE DOGS COULPN'T S74nE
IT-- THEY STARTED #OWL/NG
AS SOON AS THE A/ELL WENT
UF, AND DIDN'T STOP TILL
WE SHUT IT DOWN NEXT

. RPN T DELTA
REPORTING TO BASE
SECLRITS. .

NOW WE WALK

PATROL W/7HC/T |
THE DOGS... AND 4
Z Mss 'EM.




IT'S A NICE MBHTT Too
BAD Yo FOLAS DownN

! BasE securry
CHEK AT DELTA,
L

SIEGNING c/7

BUT THE U4AR

LEFT THINGS PRETTY f3

LNVSETTLED,
OUTSIDE.

LET'S LEAVE THE

SLANG BACK IN THE

DORMS, DELTA
CHECKPOINT,

WE DON'T CALL IT
“THE PIT "-- PROPER
TERMINOLOGY IS SECLrTYy
BASE STATION, S8 -
LEVEL SEVEN!




/ N
UERRILLA WARFARE ) -

G = '.' |

WA \
AN o .. |
KEEP T- e “‘\ﬁ?&* .

--BECAUSE,
YOU LET IT $£/P--




' ' -
i SITS ASEER 5 S 5
NI T:EY‘LL BE&TRDR s \ 1 *
7 | i
|| il :
4 ] LEﬁS;f Mnfﬁs \}'l i --BY USING THIS
! IORE THATE SPECIALLY-DESIGNED
ALL THE TIME / AT T
hy CAN PHSRUPT THE
e \ MEED, : 4 SONIC. FIELD FOR
o HALF A SECOND, IN
| Y il
AR, N ' ) I ; Tl ] T
SPENT MILLIONS . ; HEm | AP
7O PERFECT THIS (Il
AIROE LD, ; ' ;
Aﬁ% WONDERFUL | | -
M OF | -
3= I i
scrsﬂgj s, ) e [ /]
IT'LL STOP i 1/
BomBs--£A. ' '

B r--
AND THERE'S
ALwars

A VBT

FOR THAT'S THE
TROUELE WITH SCIENTIFIC
TRNCMPHS.

THEY'RE ONLY

A TRIUMPH LUINTIL
SOMETHING MEH
COMES ALONG,

A W/SE WARRICR
4 PUTS HIS FAITH IN
ONLY cWE




IN "ZHERT" (ORIF you ARERER,

(3

I'D cALLIT THE

LUCK OF THE @/sk/--
BUT IMNOT A

WOMAN TO BELIEVE

. IFIT T TR
) KA. i NOW IT'S TIME
TO BE TAKING THE
NEXT STEF.

FOR /#4545, THERE'VE
BEEN RUMORS OF A
7P SELRET OPERATIN
CALLED AROTECT: A TIVERSE
A'WORKING DOWN IN

L2V ... AND AT
ANYONE WHO TRIES
10 §76° ME!

e




AN AS THE MYSTERIOUS BLACK- GARBED A/GLIRE WITH THE LILTING
GAELIC ACCENT MAKES HER WAY FURTHER INTO THE A7AR/
HEADUARTERS COMAZNG, WE MUST TURN OUR ATTENTION TO A
MEW SCENE, G0, OO0 AHOMETERS STRAIGHT UP..

THE PLACE: 4777 saar
SATELITE STATION ONE,
DESIGNED TO BRING THE SUN'S
ENVERGY TO A FUEL-STARVED

EASY WiTH
( AT EecTrc
\ 72RcH, LANSKY.

WE RE TRYING TO

WELD THESE PRNELS
TOGETHER --NOT
MELT THEM TO







w,

¥ CHAMPION PEFLECTED
THE PANEL AT THE LAST
POSSIBLE /NSTANT. _




--AND IT WAS ONLY \ NOW THAT T'VE GOT

BESIDES, I AWEW
BULL -HEADED ZHE

WHAT I WAS DOING.

SOMETIMES T THINK THE MANGER
WAR MADE YOU RECKLESS, CRION, THIS /5 A 2
EVEN AS IT MADE ME PEREL FROM ATAR! INSTITUTE,
EQRTHS/IOE.

P vour prESENCE 15 QY
REQUIRED AMNENATELY




LYDA.  LyDIA |
| PEREZ! A

WHY THE AMMAL/TY>
YOU ALWAYS CALLED

L IKE SOME GREAT SILVER
Z/RD, THE SHUTTLE CRAFT
"EMSTRONG "' LEAVES

YET, I RECEIVED
8 THE /MPRESSION.




... IT SEEVMED -

T ALWAYS 7HOLGHT
S0, LUCAS... BUT NOW,
B 1M NOT SO SURE,
1S SHE A ARVENDP iy
OF YOURS, MARTINZ, P s s
T SAW HER.

WE /ME” SEVEN

fff YEARS AcO, HERE
IN EARPH-ORE/T:
YOLI REMENMBER

AT B4

/T WAS A ARMITIVE (.
| cocavy, WMM‘;?ﬁ
& EL O S(TE...
BUT IT WAS THRIVIVG...




\CHAPTER TWO'




FORTS
75 % OF MISSION
PERSONNEL LISTED  bos
AS ARTALITIES. A

7 LIFE SUPPORT  \
DOMES /, 2, AND
2 --TOTALLY

EsTROYED -]




TELEMETRY
TEN SLRVIVORS --
LOCATED [N AN /7~
S/0F BUNKER THAT
MANAGED TO ESCAPE |
DESTRUCTION,

i
SOLAR POWER CELLS )
ARE PROVIDING THEM WITH
ENERSY --THE REMAINS oF
THE AYDeoBsan,

s
GARCEN WILL SUPPLY FA8 |
FOR TWO “LLWAR DAYS - J
ABOUT CWE Menr,
EARTH TIME--

-=BUT THEIR

CANMANCER CHIAMPIENY,
YOU KNOW THE SITUATION
ON THE MOON AS WELL
AS ANY OF LS.

THOSE PECPLE ARE

SO0, 000 KILONETERS

FROM THE CLOSEST

BREATH OF ARESH
AR,

THE AIR THEY
NEED TO
VE

SPACE STATION me;q HTA$ THE ;#fﬁﬂ%my
FRLAES... 1'VE BEEN IN TOUC
o mfsi CHIEF THERE, DOCTOR FEREZ ...

18

-=UNLESS A
SCUE

AL i
BRINGS THEM

THE AIR THEY
NEED IN THE NEXT
72 HouRs /




N EXPEHENCE ' 15 RELATIVE, R - : x o
I'D BEEN TO THE MOON FOUR A N "'MOST OF LS THOUGHT OUR ENEMES
ZIMES SINCE THE L5, SIHIEE \ HAD GIVEN /P ON SEPACE... BUT
PROGRAM STARTED LIP AGAIN, W APPARENTLY; WE'D BEEN WIRONG.
FULL BORE, IN THE MIDOLE (PRDsS... \ 7 = ~

\\.. BUT NOBADY ELSE

HAD COMMANDED A

LUNAR MISSION MORE
THAN 7HCE.

J':.O
Y 2 N "“f."«.
\THEY D SLSTAINED JL/ST EMOUGH
INTEREST, IN SATE OF THEIR
COLLAPSING ECONOMY, TC BE
SAAVEERS,

LET THE A/ Tvehans Ave THE || VALl 7 wanTEp
DU OMATE HANDLE THE INTER- || O DO WAS HELP |
| warowaL mPLIcATIoNS oF rHE '
| ArTAcK, I THOUGHT.. =




s
ey

FEREE
WORKS FAST!

HE'S TAKEN A SOLAR ™

» PANEL ZLATFORM --

WELDED ON A SETOF 4
BOOSTER-ROCKENS -~
AND A COMMANG )

-~ STRUNG THE
WHOLE THING WITH
CXVBEN TANKS LIKE
ORNAMENTS ON A

CHRISTNAS TREE-- )

[ --AND FINISHED
THE ENTIRE JoB IN
LESS THAN A/VE
AR,

--WE'LL BE
LEAVING EARTH
ORET AS SCON
AS THE ARV
CONPUTER




= i

&
\__.f,“ J
\J?"""\ Ggved \? /

\ |

.y

AND FORGET
WARITING FORTHE
NAV COMPUTER

TO FINISH ITS

BREAKING _ T
ORBIT RIGHT b
NOW!

i

7/

CONGRATULATIONS, )

PEREZ.

. &
1T 1SN'T FRETTY §
( BuriFiTLL GET

us 7o 7HE
\ oo~







MUCH TIME
THE cocawvisis
HAVE BEFORE
THEIR AIR

LUNS a7 N
R\‘ [Ty ‘:\\\

WE NEED TO
MAKE SPEEL, PERE

r

23



IF WE'RE EVEN A FEW REMEMBER, PEREZ, 1'VE
SECONPS LATE, WEVE £0ST | * THIS ROUTE
THE RACE AGAINGT T /ey MSAV
AND THOSE PEOPLE UIP
THERE WILL BE DE40.7

448> “=" AND RIGHT NOW,
T/ME 1S MORE

YBE WE'LL

MA

HAVE A AARD
LANDING -- AND |

MAYBE WE'LL




[

BUT, CHAMP!

m
:







NTHEN, ON THE MORNING
N OF 7HE THIRD DAY, WE
LOOKED THROLIGH THE

; 5
Y YOUR MISSION
D /8 SOAEEED.
STAY IN LUNAR ORBIT
LINTIL A PROPER

e 7] ]
WE DIDN'T ComE
7S FAR TO QUIT

WITHOUT TRYING
FOR A

- PV |
A
\ a9

o

AP W
B ANAYE
=Y ) Y

1




AN TS 15 R\ Iy ORDENG

VR brontc e A o AR
-- RISKING YOUR

LIVES W!féév mfﬁsfs 2o : 5* WA AR

WE CAN'T
FOR AH/SS/aV | HEAR THEM
ol AS WE SWING

THIS JUNKPILE,
CHAMPION.

/7 WAS TINE
70 BRING THAT .,
8asy DOWN.




\ONCE... TWICE... HALF A DOZEN
TIMES, WE CYiRCLED THE MOON,
AND WITH EACH ORBIT WE DROPFED
LOWER, SLOWING OLIR DESCENT
WITH A COMBINATION OF GRAVITY
AND DYING RETRO ~ROCKETS.. .

“EnALLY, WE WERE
TOO Low TO MAKE
ANOTHER ORAIT....
AND, LIKE IT OR
AT




I pow'r 7Bk
MY HEART STOPPED--







CHAMPION, YOU'RE PEREZ, AS A HERD
CERTIFIABLE -~ BUT YOU'RE OF MINE ONCE SAID-+
ALSO ONE AECk OF A

PILOT.

ONCE I GET LOOSE OF
THESE S7RAPS, T'M
BOING TO A#SS YOU.

AT THE TINE.

A FEW DAYS L ATER--
WHILE WE WERE WAMNG
WITH THE Zemvam
CoLamETS FOR A
RESCUE SHIP TO ARRIVE--
THE WAR STARTED.

HASA MANAGED TO
FROVE WHICH OF OUR
ENEMIES TRIED TO WIPE

OUT THAT AoV BASE--5 --AND THAT
LEDTO A
WORLD - WIDE

THE E4R7# LYDIA
AND T CAME HOME
TO WASN'T THE

SAME ONE WE'D
x : = IT'S BEEN
WE LOST TRACK OF EACH OTHER SEVEN YEARS

AFTERWARD, DURING THE SREaW-¢42.. AND
LIKE SOME OTHERS, WE BOTH ENDED LIP
WORKING FOR 74(E SR/ /VS77TLTE, WHEN

THINGS FINALLY SETPEED POWHW. S

b SINCE T LAST saw
HER... WHY WAS
¥ SHE SO cxe?




CHAPTER THREE:

IR COVIROL,
WE IRE IN THE
BLATE T,

" ESTIMATED
TELCHONN AT

* sse,
SHUTTLE E/GHT,
YOURE RiGHT

NEORM YOUIR PASSENGERS
THAT WT DIRECTOR
PEREZ WILL BE ON THE PRO
WITH A TRRNGRT VEMICLE
WHEN THEY DEBARK,




YOU KNOW, £L0AS,
I'VE FLOWN IN THESE
BIRDS FOR MORE
THAN A AECA2E

NOW-- BUT
EVERY TIME
ONE LANZS, IT STILL
FEELS LIKE A
AURGCLE!

MARTIN, YOU'RE
AN GL2 ARO AT

. TO ME T
JUST £aNTasTrie
THAT THESE

WELL, FRIEND,
I GUESS WE
CAN BREATHE

SPACE - TRAVEL .

STATIAN GVE
WAS MY 57
OFF- EARTH
ASSIGNMENT..

" “OUR VERY OWN |
PRIVATE WELCOMING
EOMMITEE OF
vE

LUCAS ORION, |
BRACE




- PERHAPS THE MOST /HAGRTANT }
PROJECT EVER DEVELOPED BY
THE ATAR/ INGTITUTE!

IT £2LL2 MEAN THE
SOLUTION TO ALL THE
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS
THE WORLD HAS FACED
SINCE 7€ A/

-=THIS IS LYDhag AECEZ,
THE GIRL OF MY DREAMS. SAVE THE

AROTECT: MUALTIVERSE
MUST REALLY BE HIGH
PRIORITY; IF THE THREE
OF US RATE A ARWVATE

7 BUT IFALL

ST

=
o
Lo

MS. PEREZ WILL

7

A5
/ s‘q:g‘ EXPLAIN FVERYIHIMG
.:,:,c 1 IN GOOD TIME,

.,,,_
R

<4
-

£ o
NG

YOUR FABULOUS |+
SENSE OF HUMOR.




COMMAND OF

THAT'S UP TO 7€
7 DYRECTOR-- HE 'S BEEN I
AROTECT
MULTIVERSE FROM THE
BEGINNING. I WAS ONLY
BROUGHT IN ON THE 2Es/6M
END 51X MONTHS AGO.

BUT I c4n TELL YouU S
THIS... SINCE 74& AR, WE'VE |,
SOLLTTE F

.. .AND WITH S EcT
MLTIVERSE, WE MAY HA
FOUNE THE SOLUTION TO

OF OTHER POTENTIAL
DISASTERS!

THAT, AND A WHOLE A2s7

/ CHIOY LISTENS WITH ONLY AALF-
ATTENTIONV: THE MENTION OF Z4E AR, AND
THE SIGHT OF 74 RUVVERS WHO JOG HOME-
\_ WARD ALONG THIS ABANDONED STRETCH OF
| AHEHIVAY, HAVE STIRRED MEMORIES HE
THOUGHT WERE. JEEALY SLIR/EL..

=

36




e o
. MEMORIES OF A DAY S/X YEARS IN THE
PAST, DURING THE DARK MONTHS OF 74E
ZREAK-L4P, THAT PROLONGED PERIOD OF
WORLD-WIDE £4445 WHICH FOLLOWED ON
THE HEELS OF 7%iE WAR..,

THE WNNERS OF HIS
MEMORY

DIEAR HEAVEN--THIS Y
(18 THE. A0¢/R7% BURNING
VILLAGE WE'VE PAsSED
THIS MORNING! _of

WHEN 16 THE
EIGHTING
GOING 10 S75°P2,

FLEEING A WG'M
AR IN THE HEART OF A
ONCE - STABLE

STATE.

LLUERE ORION WAS A MEDIC ATTACHED
TO A LNTED NATIONS PEACE-KEEPING




[ He pion't even [N

AEEL THE BLAST.

AFTERWARD, HE
REALIZED THEIR
JEEP MUST ’
HAVE BEEN
STRUCK BY
A MORTAR
SsHeLL., |3

—_ g

THE coneessia LIFTED HIm
INTO THE AIR LIKE A S7LFED
7O¥..BUT SOMEHOW, HE
SLRVAVED WITHOUT A SCRATEH.

= e

LS MIGHT HAVE STAYED THERE,

HUNCHED OVER IN SAc4k, WITH-

| DRAWING FURTHER AND FURTHER
| FROM ZGEALTX.. BUT THEN HE

= HEARD A SMALL VOICE, J@YING.,.

38




SHELLS WHISTLED
AROUND HIM ~-FLYING
DIRT BL/MAED HIN--
BUT THE GIRL'S £0/55
DREW HIM ON «ve

BEHIND HIM, LUCAS COULD
HEAR EVEMY 7RIOS CLOSING
IN ON THE WASTED TOWN.

MACHINE GUNS CHATTERED
U suwERsLy IN THE DUSK,
1| ‘NEARER, #EARER. .







W AEacEREEINE
| RORCE H@, FORTY
| MINUTES LATER... _

I 54, OLD CHAR, Y ( RZEALLY; ) T WONDER IF 7 775 KIND OF WAR __
NO NEED FOR SIR7Z _ ~ ANYOWE WHO'S DOESN'T HAVE "S/DES...
AOSTILITY. 3 NO ¢/C7ORS. . -

q
WE'RE ALL
FIGHTING ON THE
SAME S/0F,
AFTER ALL .




.Anp 0, THE NIGHTMARE COMINUED, A
E PEACEKEEPERS WASED A BLOODY
PE“ ICE THAT SEEMED MORSE THAN WAR

i o R

ITSELF. .
| Luc.qs SPENT HIS 995 BATTLING
| THE RAVAGES OF A DISEASE
AS OLD AS G ANG RBEL - A

INSTEAD, LGHTLY
OR 4 I

RONVELY,
Fsa. AS IFT'M ‘
AIDING HUMANITYS JS can Zye.
ENEWES,

WHEN T WLUNTEERED
% iﬁ:ms AWAY

I
1 3454%5 AEMANITY y




PERHAPS T'S AA7E ) A MEW BEGINNING
THAT THIS CAME

ToDAY.

g "'r =
HATIONS
\ SPELIAL CoMMeNiges 4;9?‘
R
fo” . DRIDN:
i e

Bl-HATION caTee, KA
MING CONTROL
ALKTEH OF <

\1'&

5 RECORAD L
k1S ‘:‘P’mﬁn YOUA FoRrnaN A%

gd\" RESEARCH

AND THAT'S

WHAT I p@n7, 4
ISN'T ITZ 4

. .PERHAPS EVEN
A VEW FLTLRE FOR
ALL HUMANKIND,

> THIS BEHIND.

. AND NOW,
YEARS LATER,
THEY ARE AS




FROM THE &
MEDIEAL CORPS?

DID I DO THE 54T : -~BUT HAS IT CONTRIRITED )b
THING , RESIGNING TO SOLVING THE WORLD'S
MY RESEARCH TERRIBLE AU ENSZ F

BEEN USEFUIL--

7 AT Z You
CHAMPION. & MEAN - - BEALLEL.
MYSTEC/OSD 5 = woRLns?
IT HAS 1O DO 4\

RERLITHE " 4 OUR OWN--
¥ i { ; IN CVHER

ROUTIVEZ ¥
| q WITH AL TERVATE HERLDS LIKE
DIMENSIONS -~/




FHERE SHE
/5, LUCAS!

Y ow THAT -
BT WE'RE SO CLASE
0 HOME,

- I
-rrH A VEFERENT

AVSTARY THAN
OUR OWN EARTH?Z

BUT THAT'S JUST
A FANTASTIC

SCHEAE
FRCTION,




PEREZ TO BASE
| sy I'm AT
ALCESS GATE AR,

THE PEOPLE CF, SAY,

THE EARLY G20,

AR WORLD WOULD
\ AELCTvATE | BE SCIENCE
FICTION




--BUT IT'S ceE4R
THE LADS IN SECURITY
HAVEN'T A #8708/
THAT ANYTHING'S

WRONG !

AYE, THIS

e

SENSCGR- DETECTER (=
TELLS THE TALE--

A MERE sLIP
OF A GIRL HAS
PENETRATED THE

TIGHTEST SELLRITY
SYSTEN IN ALL

ACRTHEAL, LAYING

BARE ITS GREATEST

SECRET FOR THE

PLUNDERING -=

-- AND NOT A MAN OR
HOMAN IN THE ENTIRE
ATRRY CONALEX EVEN
SUSPECTS IM AERE!

1'p ALMOST
EXPECT A
TRAP-~

N\ g

GAME CARTRIOGE
FOR THE STARTLING
CONVELUS/ON oF

ot

47



& TuE ECTEmENT
2. S JUST _
( Sb BEGINNING!

DC AND ATARI
¥ PROUDLY PRESENT
' THE FURTRER EPIC
ARVENTURESIOR

INIGREEJECNUSICOMIES
AVAILABILE ONILY
[N SPECIALLY-MARKED
CARTRIDEES FOR ATARLS
VIDEO COMPUTER SYSTERM!

\WATEHREO R
U P T R ERVERG
U S ST RIRIAIIDERS

BONEHFAVAIIFABIESOON]!

ATARI® ==VIDEO GANIE ACTION AT (TS BEST==AND MOREY

*TRADEMARK STERN ELECTRONICS, INC.










